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Review or Preview 

Class Sessions 

 

ÅSession 1: Chapters 1-2 

ÅSession 2: Chapter 3 

ÅSession 3: Chapter 4 

ÅSession 4: Chapter 5 

ÅToday: Chapter 6 

ÅSession 6: Chapter 10 

In Richland Place Library 



Next Session  

ÅNext Wednesday 

 

 

ÅòAdding DNA testing to 
your genealogical tool kitó 



 





Bill 5ƻƭƭŀǊƘƛŘŜΩǎ book is based on  

 

!ƭōƛƻƴΩǎ {ŜŜŘ   

an almost 900 page social history  

by David Hackett Fischer 

in History section of Richland Place Library 























Researching Royal Lines 



Do you descend from an old family? 

ÅOf course you do. 

ÅDid they write everything down? 

ÅProbably not unless they were royalty, nobility 
or otherwise had lots of property to hold, be 
taxed on and to dispose of. 

ÅBut there were ways to  get around that if you 
had a little (actually a lot) of money.  



Gustave Anjou, 1863-1942 

ÅGustave Anjou was the author of more 
than one hundred genealogies, all of 
dubious merit. His obituary in the New 
York Times claimed that he had 
"developed a profitable business  in the 
sale of mail-order ancestors"  

[NYT, Mar. 3, 1942]. 



FRAUD: Gustave Anjou 

ÅGustave Anjou was not a genealogist, but a forger 
of genealogical records that have been passed on 
for years to unwary clients and then through 
researchers who believed, or wanted to believe, 
they had a true lineage. They in turn republished 
the material in their own works and the cycle 
continues even today.  
ÅGustave Anjou produced these "genealogies" for 

wealthy clients at a price of around $9,000 and 
the client. needless to say, always received what 
they wanted.  



A Typical Anjou Pedigree 

Å1. A dazzling range of connections between dozens of 
immigrants to New England; for example, connections 
far beyond what may be seen in pedigrees produced by 
anyone else:  
Å 2. Many wild geographical leaps, outside the normal 

range of migration patterns;  
Å 3. An overwhelming number of citations to documents 

that actually exist, and actually include what Anjou says 
they include; and  
Å 4. Here and there an invented document, without 

citation, which appears to support the many 
connections noted under item 1 above".  



A more credible source 

ÅAncestral Roots of Certain American 

Colonists Who came to America before 1700 
 

ÅThe Lineage of Alfred the Great, Charlemagne, 
Malcolm of Scotland, Robert the Strong, and 
Some of their Descendants 
 

Åby Frederick Lewis Weis, 7th ed.  



But innocent errors still creep in  

ÅI descend from a William Sargent 

ÅThe William Sargent I am using in the 
following example is NOT my William. 

ÅThe two William Sargents were contempories 

ÅThey were born about the same time 

ÅCame to the colonies about the same time  

ÅDied within a few years of each other. 



ά{ŀǊƎŜƴǘ  поέ ƛƴ ƛƴŘŜȄ 



Royal Line 43 not page 43 



Line 43 # 39 is immigrant Sargent 



43-32 is also # 32 in line 42 (42-32) 



Line 42-32 



41-23 



41-22    >>>>>   34-22 

 



34-22    >>>>    1-19 

 



1-19 >>>> 1-9 

 



1-9  >>>> 1-1  

 


